Cutaneous melanoma: methods of biopsy and definitive surgical excision.
The proper method of biopsy and definitive surgical excision of cutaneous melanoma is vital for optimal patient outcome. Clearly, the present authors' understanding of the pathophysiology of cutaneous melanoma continues to change at a rapid pace. Indeed, as the present authors' research efforts begin to expose some of the mysteries of melanoma, so do they begin to better understand the intricacies of this dreaded cancer. This article will highlight methods of biopsy for melanoma and the management of the primary tumor. The present authors review current recommendations for excision margins for the primary tumor, usefulness of lymphoscintigraphy, timing of definitive surgical excision, and issues unique for head and neck melanoma.